
 
CLARK COUNTY 

CLEAN WATER COMMISSION 
Meeting Notes 

 
Wednesday, May 2, 2001 

6:00 – 7:00 PM 
 

Clark County Public Works Department 
Conference Room 

4700 NE 78th Street 
Vancouver, Washington 

 
 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
Roll Call: 
Clark County Clean Water Commission Members Present 
Robbie Agard, Willie Bourlet, Cal Ek, Dana Kemper, Susan Rasmussen,  
Don Steinke, Art Stubbs, and Peter Tuck  
 
Clark County Clean Water Commission Member Absent 
Mary Martin 
 
Clark County Public Works Staff 
Kelli Frost, Sam Giese and Earl Rowell 
 
Facilitator 
Vaughn Brown, Jeanne Lawson Associates 
 
Guest 
Alex Cousins, Jeanne Lawson Associates 
 
Introduction: 
The members of the Clark County Clean Water Commission, Clark County staff, facilitator and guest 
were introduced. Chair, Commissioner Kemper then called the meeting to order. 
 
Agenda and material review: 
The material for tonight’s meeting include: 
1. 5/02/01 Clark County Clean Water Commission Meeting Agenda; 
1B. 5/02/01 Clark County Clean Water Commission Work Session Agenda; 
2. 4/18/01 Clark County Clean Water Commission Meeting Notes; 
2B. 4/18/01 Clark County Clean Water Commission Work Session Notes; 
3. 4/23/01 Article from The Columbian entitled, Water Grows More Precious;  
4. 4/25/01 Memo from Earl Rowell, Memorializing the outcome of the work session with the Clark 

County Clean Water Commissioners and the Board of County Commissioners. 
5. Handout from Brian Carlson regarding the City of Vancouver’s clean water fee. 
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6. Incentive Program Recommendation, topic outline worksheet. 
6A. Incentive Program Evaluation Elements, Seed Outline. 
6B. Incentive Options Ideas Worksheet. 
6C. Incentive Options Ideas with strikeouts. 
6D. Incentive Options Ideas with strikeouts. 
6E. Incentive Options Ideas edited. 
• 2000 CWP Billed Parcel County by Amount. 
• Clark County Clean Water Commission: Year 2000 Annual Report. 
 
4/18/01 notes:   
The notes from the 4/18/01 Clark County Clean Water Commission meeting were approved as written. 
 
Updates/Communications from the public/media/agencies: 
Mr. Rowell: At the last Clark County Clean Water Commission meeting a sub-committee was formed to 
work on the incentive program.  One issue this sub-committee looked at was how other agencies in Clark 
County were handling an incentive program.  For example, The City of Vancouver allows multifamily, 
commercial and industrial accounts to receive a fifty percent rate reduction if the property either meets or 
exceeds the water quantity and water quality requirements established by the Puget Sound Water Quality 
Manual or by city ordinance.  They also must submit a Stormwater quantity and quality facilities site 
plan; and a report prepared by a professional registered civil engineer.  
 
Mr. Ek: Do we know how they define, meet or exceed, water quality standards? 
 
Mr. Rowell: I would suggest inviting a representative from the City of Vancouver to talk to this 
Commission about their incentive program. 
 
Mr. Kemper asked Mr. Rowell to update the Clark County Clean Water Commissioners on the work 
session between the Clark County Clean Water Commissioners and the Board of County Commissioners, 
held on Wednesday, April 25th 2001. 
 
Mr. Rowell: On Wednesday, April 25th 2001 the Board of County Commissioners held a work session 
with the Clark County Clean Water Commissioners.  During this work session the incentive program, 
general activities, student monitoring and testing of water, and accomplishments were discussed. The 
BOCC expressed a great deal of interest in the Clean Water Program and the efforts made by the Clean 
Water Commissioners.  
 
Mr. Kemper: The BOCC wanted to pass on to all the Clark County Clean Water Commissioners that they 
really appreciate what we have undertaken over the past year. 
 
Mr. Rowell: The 9th annual Student Watershed Summit will be held in Forest Grove at Pacific University.  
SWRP is looking for volunteer judges to help in this event, if any Clark County Clean Water 
Commissioner is interested please contact Stacy Renfro.  
 
Mr. Bourlet: For the record; Six months ago we were told by County staff that we did not know how to 
test the water.  This document has been written for several years, and tells exactly what to do and how to 
test the water.  I’m rather concerned that this information is available and kids have been doing it and we 
have County staff that doesn’t know how to test water.  There is no reason for people not to be testing 
water. 
 
Mr. Rowell: County staff is trained and able to test water to a level 3 and level 4.  The information that we 
look at on a routine basis is forwarded onto state agencies for review.   
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Mr. Agard: This Commission is not concerned about the health of a stream.  We are concerned about the 
water that goes into a stream.  We are concerned about stormwater and need to keep focused on that. I do 
agree with Mr. Bourlet, because when we first met with County staff and asked about testing the water, 
we were told we had to wait for WDOE’s criteria. 
 
Mr. Rowell: At the next meeting Dewey Weaver, a water quality program expert, from the Washington 
Department of Ecology, will give a presentation to this Commission.  
 
Mr. Kemper: I think we can all agree that water testing and monitoring is something we want to move 
forward on.  The County has applied for two Centennial grants that will work towards implementing this 
program.  Do you know when we will hear if we received the grants? 
 
Mr. Rowell: We should hear some preliminary feedback around June.   
 
Mr. Giese: I would not anticipate having dollars in hand, until early fall. 
 
Mrs. Rasmussen asked for a report on the Home and Garden fair held at the Clark County Fairgrounds 
over the weekend. 
 
Mr. Rowell: From what I’ve heard so far, with the weather as it was, there were more people in 
attendance than at last years show.   
 
Mr. Stubbs, Mrs. Rasmussen and Mr. Bourlet all indicated that they were at the Home and Garden Fair 
and felt that there needs to be a greater effort in making the public aware of clean water issues.   
 
Mr. Rowell stated that he was open to suggestions on how to get the information out to the public. 
 
Mrs. Rasmussen: Can we start keeping a diary of the events we participate in, and include a rough number 
of attendance and their ages?  That way we can see what ideas work. 
 
Adjourn 
 
Mr. Kemper adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Looking Ahead 
June:  Clean Water Fee bills mailed. 
July 3rd Last work session with Vaughn Brown, Facilitator. *Note meeting day is changed due to 

a Holiday on the regularly scheduled meeting day. 
July:  Clean Water Fee bills due. 
September: Begin work on 2003-2004 budget 
September: Begin/revisit looking at the process for developing the Annual report and Modifications 

to the ordinance.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kelli Frost                                                                                                                               H:\rowell\npdes\cwc notes 050201.doc
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